
PA VO SPICIFER. 

» 

Character Generic us. 

Caput pennis revolutis tectum. 

Pennce uropygii elongatse, ocellatse. 

Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 267. 

Character Specificus, &c. 

PAVO capite casruleo, pennis cristae lanceolatis 

erectis, fascia utrinque suboculari lutea. 

PAVO muticus. P. capite crista subulata, cal* 

caribus nullis ? 

PAVO japonensis. 

Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 2O8. 

Aldroo. orn. 2. p. 35. 

Eandem sibi patriani vinclicat pulchenima litec 

avis quam et pavo vulgaris; Incliam scilicet, ibique 

praecipuc regiones montanas. Moribus modoqiie 

viventli pavoni vulgari similis esse dicitur, a quo 

etiam verisimile est sceplus non fuisse discretam. 

Speciem tamen revera esse diversain satis probat 
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pcculiaris eristic conformatio, nee non macula sa- 

tnratiin flava iitrinque sub oculis sita. Si idem sit 

pavo muticus Linmeij {spiciferc Buffbni) atque hxc 

nostra avis; vel in illo describendo evidenter er¬ 

ratum est, vcl variare solent colorcs et alia uonnulla; 

Linmeus enim, et Aldrovandus, ((|ui primus descrip¬ 

tor avem quam depictam adeptus est, repnesentavit,) 

calcaribus carentem ostenduiit; qua? in icouc unde 

deducta est nostra similitudo, admodum conspicua 

sunt: hanc autem effigiem ipsius avis viventis ex- 

pressit pictor Indicus, eamque nobiscum perhuma- 

niter communicavit Dominus Fleming, chirurgus 

Anglicus qui prope Calcuttam in Bengala multos 

annos versatus est. 







THE 

SPIKE-CRESTED PEACOCK. 

Generic Character. 

Head covered with revolute feathers. 

Uropyglal feathers elongated and ocellated. 

Specific Character. 

PEACOCK with blue head, upright lanceolate 

crest, and yellow band beneath each eye. 

The beautiful bird represented on the present plate 

is, like the common Peacock, a native of India, 

chiefly inhabiting mountainous regions. It is dis¬ 

tinguished as a species by the peculiar structure of 

its crest, as well as by the bright-yellow patch be¬ 

neath each eye. In its manners it is said to resemble 

the common peacock, wdth which it has probably 

been often confounded. If it be the bird intended 

by the Pavo mutkus of Limneus, (the Spici/ere of 

Buffon,) it is evident cither that the description of 

that species is erroneous, or that the bird is subject 
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to vary in colour and other circumstances; since 

lannauiH and Aldrovandus, (wlio first described it 

Iroin a painting,) represent it us destitute of spurs, 

\yhicli arc conspicuous in llie drawing from which 

the present figure was copierl, and which M'as taken 

tiom the life in India, and politely coninuinicated 

by 1. Fleming, Esq. several years resident in tlic 

neighbourhood of Calcutta in Bengal. 


